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Public response to a bill of designating public alcohol-free zones
: A content analysis of comments to online news
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*Department of Public Health Science, Graduate School of Public Health, Seoul National University,
Inje University, =~ Ewha Womans University, Seoul National University Institute of Health and Environment

Objectives: This study is to analyze public response to a bill of designating public alcohol-free zone expressed in the forms of comments
and social endorsement cues of an online news article. Methods: The data were 711 valid comments and social endorsement cues on
an online article about the proposal of a regulation banning alcohol drinking in public places of Seoul, published on the portal sitt NAVER
and DAUM in June 2016. The comments were analyzed and categorized into four types: supporting the policy, questioning the policy,
opposing to the policy, and suggesting policy alternatives. Results: As results of the study, 48% of the comments supported a bill of
designating public alcohol-free zones, and only 9% of the comments opposed. Specifically, support for policies to regulate harm to others
was high, but acceptance of policies that directly restricted drinking, such as alcohol-price increase or restrictions on sales hours and
places, was low. Conclusions: The results of this study can be used as a basis for the policy to reduce negative effects of drinking in
the public place. Alcohol policy should be strengthened to lower the availability of alcohol such as public place drinking regulations.
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[Figure 1] Classification of comments
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Social endorsement cues

Comments
Upvote Downvote
n (%) n (%) n (%)
Supporting the policy 374 (100) 8,812 (94) 513 ( 6)
Strengthen the regulation 37 ( 10) 91 (79) 24 (21)
Increase fines 166 ( 44) 2,055 (94) 142 ( 6)
Extend the range of alcohol-free area 83 (22) 6,269 (95) 298 ( 5)
Overall agreement 88 ( 24) 397 (89) 49 (11)
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Social endorsement cues

Comments
Upvote Downvote
n (%) n (%) n (%)
Questioning the policy 191 (100) 3,969 (96) 184 ( 4)
Practicability concerns 100 ( 52) 3,689 (97) 131 ( 3)
Issues with the standard of drunkenness 87 ( 46) 280 (84) 53 (16)
How to screen BAC 0.05% in retail settings 4( 2 0(0) 0(0)
Opposing to the policy 68 (100) 526 (84) 100 (16)
Lack of public support 19 ( 28) 35 (74) 12 (26)
Regulation for taxation 34 ( 50) 41 (42) 56 (58)
Contradictory policy 15 ( 22) 450 (93) 32(7)
Suggesting policy altematives 138 (100) 933 (79) 241 (21)
Impose strong punishment for drunk offenses 101 ( 73) 789 (80) 195 (20)
Limit hours and days of alcohol sale 24 ( 17) 104 (79) 27 (21)
Increase alcohol prices 3( 2) 14 (48) 15 (52)
Strengthen regulation on alcohol marketing 10( 7 26 (87) 4 (13)
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