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A review of international climate change and health websites
: Current status and implications
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Objectives: Based on a review of international climate change and health information websites, this study aimed
to suggest policy directions that should be considered when developing online platforms to provide information
on the health impacts of climate change. Methods: This study searched for websites that provide information
about climate change and health, focusing on the operation and structure of international websites in the United
States, European Union, and websites of international organizations. Nine websites were included in the analysis.
Results: The international websites analyzed in the study were designed and operated with a focus on ensuring
easy user accessibility. These platforms maintained an appropriate number of top-level menus (with an average
of 5.33 menus) and menu depths ranging from one to three levels. Additionally, these websites supported keyword
search functionality and global navigation systems, which enhanced the provision of user-friendly information.
Furthermore, images were effectively utilized to illustrate diseases and health impacts associated with climate
change. Notably, certain websites also featured information tailored to groups vulnerable to the impact of climate
change, including children. Conclusion: Establishing a systematic and organized online platform that can
efficiently and conveniently provide climate change and health information is essential.
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(Table 1).

(Table 1) International climate change and health information websites included in the review

No. Website

URL Operating agency (Country)

1 climate.gov climate.gov

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (United States)

2 ClimaHealth

https://climahealth.info

World Health Organization, World
Meteorological Organization

3 heat.gov

https://www.heat.gov/

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (United States)

4 Human Climate Horizons

https://horizons.hdr.undp.org/

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change

https://unfccc.int/

United Nations

6  Climate Action

https://climate.ec.europa.eu

European Commission Directorate-General
for Climate Action

Climate Resources for
Health Education

https://climatehealthed.org/

University of Columbia (United States)

8  Kids Environment Kids Health

https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/

National Institute of Environmental Health
(United States)

European Climate and Health

Observatory /observatory

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en European Commission, European

Environment Agency

9] 4 Ato|EQ] /g3t ol Tt EA41Z Sl AR
FZ(information architecture)?] +4 84, AHE AF
T, AR AT HYE AR AR JRERE IEE
(Table 2)= o]-&sto] A4l wpdo] 7| E5k3itt. FE 5
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A A ABl(navigation system)¥ A AJAH] (search
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(Table 2) Codebook for international climate change and health information websites

Main category Sub-category Content Coding
Website
URL
Country
General

. Operating agenc
characteristics P 8 agency

Collaborating agencies

Role of collaborating agencies

Start date of operation

Number of top-level menus

Menu structure

Minimum menu depth

Maximum menu depth

Organizational
system

1) Keyword search

2D b 1 Yes
irectory searc
Search system 3) Filtering search

4) Re-search 2 No

1) Global navigation 1 Yes

Navigation system

2) Local navigation

3) Contextual navigation 2  No
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Main category Sub-category Content Coding
1 Yes
Content creation date 2 No
3 Partially displayed
1 Yes
Most recent content ) No
Update/Modification/Review Date
3 Partially displayed
Contents
and 1 Less than 1 month
update
information 2 1 month to less than 6 months
Information tools
3 6 months to less than 1 year
Most recent content update or review date
4 1 year to less than 3 years
5 3 years to less than 5 years
6 5 years or more
Climate and health-related contents
. Images, videos, maps, real-time weather 1 Yes
Technologies . .
information, chatbots, etc.
2 No
Linked data Linked data within the website
1) Facebook 1 Yes
2) Twitter
. ) 3) Instagram
Social media 4) YouTube 2 No
Scope of provision Other
Language provision Languages provided on the website
Target users Population groups set as target audiences
. Sz} el AAsh 24 A3 skl HE a9
Agte 29 Loel WAolEe) Fae i o] B
A7) 79} SH At u]ZojA 99 =9l y|EHglo] 2 5.337%h KAV ALA Q%}h Human

ofgt AdEF BE As
TET 9 ATHAE 294 24
IH= (Table 3)3 2t

g Aol EQ] FuTP 20} HH A
| So] nje} L4932

=

ERKEI

Climate Horizons®] A v+
Sl HokofA

27} 3R 7 A 9lo
295F= United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
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(Climate.gov, Heat.gov, European Commission Climate
Action)ol|A] 7} 3t ARGARS] EHI= Tt o2 HE
A AAELE = g AR EoA APO|E AA| 9] R Ho]
AE & 5 Q=5 7 #HolR| Aol HA0lA BRE 914
Sl 22 YHAJAE 72 FRE 295t Sl
ol¢} M4 Kids Environment Kid Health, European
Climate and Health Observatory= 22 UH]Ao]4L,
heat.gov, UNFCCC= ZE|AFY Yu]Ao]AE 7140
2 &8olar QQlth $HH, ClimaHealth®t European
Climate and Health Observatory= =72 WH|Alo|Adx} A
AR WH A0S BT &Estal QU

(Table 3) Summary of international climate change and health information websites analyses

Number Menu Search Navigation Technologies
Websites olf I deI,)th Rezl-time
top-level (Min- Keyword Directory Filtering Re-search Global Local Contextual Image Video Maps . .~ Chatbots
menus  Max) information
climate.gov 5 1-2 @) X O O X X O X O X X
ClimaHealth 4 2-3 O X X O O O @) X X X X
heat.gov 8 1-2 O X O O X O O X X X X
Human
Climate 3 1-1 X X X O X X X X X X X
Horizons
United
Nations
framework g ~ 0 X X O X 0O X X X X X
onvention
on Climate
Change
Climate
. 6 2-3 @) X O O X X O X X X X
Action
Climate
Resources
for Health 4 2-3 X X X O X X X X X X X
Education
Kids
Environment 4 2-3 O X X O O X O O X X X
Kids Health
European
Climate and 5 5y X X o 0O O O X 0 X X
Health
Observatory

Notes. * The depth of the menu was not recorded given that the website provides climate health information from the main page.
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